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Kto opublikuje liczby? Dane dotyczace
edukacji Gluchych po porozumieniu
Departamentu Edukacji z HHS

Heather Grizzle - October 8, 2026

Porozumienie ED-HHS dotyczqce edukacji specjalnej obejmuje prace nad danymi Gallaudet,
NTID i IDEA, ale nigdzie nie wskazuje, kto bedzie nadal publikowat pliki Section 618.
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*The agreement that moved special education's daily work to HHS also covers Gallau-
det, NTID and the Helen Keller National Center, and it never says who will keep publi-
shing the numbers*
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W SKROCIE

« On June 15, 2026, the Education Department and HHS signed an agreement
under which HHS provides services to run IDEA's grant programs, monito-
ring, state performance determinations and data work.

« To samo porozumienie obejmuje programy Education of the Deaf Act, w tym
NTID, a takze Gallaudet University, Helen Keller National Center oraz Ame-
rican Printing House for the Blind.

« It splits data between the two agencies, with the Education Department ke-
eping "data collection" and HHS providing services to support "the collec-
tion, reporting, and analyzing of data.” It never names the IDEA Section 618
data, the EDFacts system, or the Annual Report to Congress.

« Te federalne zbiory danych s3 jedynym zrédtem, ktore liczy uczniéw Gtu-
chych i niedostyszacych w kazdym stanie w ten sam sposéb. Nikt publicznie
nie powiedzial, kto bedzie je nadal publikowac.

Every state file in the National Deaf Education Data Index starts in the same place: a
school district's own website, a state agency's own reports, and a federal spreadsheet.
The first two vary wildly. Some states publish a careful count of deaf and hard of he-
aring students by district every fall; others publish nothing a parent could find. The fe-
deral spreadsheet is the constant. When NDEDI built its Nevada file in September, the
clearest picture of where deaf and hard of hearing students actually learn came from
that federal file: of 518 students aged 5 to 21 served under the hearing impairment ca-
tegory in 2024-25, 307 spent at least 80 percent of their day in a regular classroom,
and none were reported in a separate school or residential setting. The state's own co-
unt could be checked against it. Without it, there would have been nothing to check
against.

Ten arkusz danych jest czeScia danych z sekcji 618 IDEA — liczb, ktére kazdy stan co
roku zglasza rzadowi federalnemu na temat dzieci objetych opieka na mocy Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act, wedtug kategorii niepelosprawnosci, wieku, $ro-
dowiska nauki i innych czynnikéw. Stany przekazuja je za posrednictwem federalnego
systemu o nazwie EDFacts. Departament Edukacji publikuje je jako pliki na poziomie
stanoéw na swojej platformie otwartych danych i podsumowuje w Rocznym Raporcie
dla Kongresu. Dla kazdego, kto prébuje poréwnac sposdb ksztatcenia dzieci Gluchych
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w Kansas i Kentucky, jest to jedyne Zrdodto, ktére liczy wszystkie stany w ten sam spo-
sob.

Co zmienilo sie w czerwcu

On June 15, 2026, the Education Department and the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services signed an interagency agreement on special education and rehabilitative

services, announced the next day alongside a separate agreement moving civil rights
enforcement to the Justice Department. The agreement is short, eight pages, and pla-
in about what moves. Under section 3.A, HHS commits to provide services, "in coordi-
nation with and at the direction of ED-OSERS," supporting the administration of
IDEA's grant programs under Parts B, C and D; enforcement, compliance and monito-
ring; the "annual performance determinations"” that rate each state; fiscal audits; and
"the collection, reporting, and analyzing of data for monitoring compliance with statu-
tory and regulatory requirements and for improving outcomes for infants, toddlers,
children, youth, and adults with disabilities."

The Education Department keeps statutory responsibility for IDEA. Under section
3.B, it retains "Management and leadership of OSERS' programs and activities,"
which the agreement says includes "but not limited to enforcement, compliance, mo-
nitoring, fiscal management and data collection,” along with representation before its
Data Governance Board, the Inspector General and the Government Accountability
Office. The agreement took effect on the date of the last signature, has no end date,
and can be terminated by either side on 90 days' written notice. The contact named
for HHS sits in its Administration on Disabilities.
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FIGURE 1

Who does what under the June 15, 2026 agreement

s N

HHS provides services for The Education Department keeps
Section 3.A, "in coordination with and at the direction of ED-OSERS Section 3.B
« Administering IDEA grant programs (Parts B, C and D) « "Management and leadership" of OSERS

programs, "including but not limited to
enforcement, compliance, monitoring, fiscal
management and data collection”

« Education of the Deaf Act programs, including NTID
« Gallaudet University

« Helen Keller National Center and the American Printing House

i « Representation before its Data Governance Board,
for the Blind

the Inspector General and GAO
« Enforcement, compliance and monitoring; annual performance

. « Statutory responsibility for IDEA
determinations

« "The collection, reporting, and analyzing of data"

. J

Source: Interagency Agreement Between the U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Relating to Special Education and

Rehabilitative Services, signed June 15, 2026. In effect until terminated; either party may end it on 90 days' notice

Rysunek 1. Kto robi co w ramach porozumienia z 15 czerwca 2026 r. Wyrdznione pozycje to te najbli-
zej zwiazane z edukacja oséb Gluchych i DeafBlind.

Czes¢ listy, ktorej czytelnicy Glusi nie powinni pomija¢é

Most coverage of the agreement has focused, reasonably, on IDEA and on what it me-
ans for students' individualized education programs. Further down the same list are
four items that bear directly on Deaf and DeafBlind education. HHS will provide se-
rvices supporting "the administration of program components authorized under the
Education of the Deaf Act of 1986, including the National Technical Institute for the
Deaf"; supporting "the administration of Gallaudet University," described in the agre-
ement as "intended to provide education and training to individuals who are deaf and
otherwise to further the education of individuals who are deaf"; supporting the Helen
Keller National Center Act programs; and supporting the American Printing House
for the Blind.

The agreement does not change what any of these institutions are, and it does not say
what "services supporting the administration” of a university means in practice. It
does mean that the federal relationship with the two national institutions of Deaf hi-
gher education, and with the national center for DeafBlind adults, now runs in part
through a health department rather than an education department. In the coverage
NCG reviewed, that has drawn far less attention than it deserves.
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Gdzie dane milkna

Read closely, the agreement splits the data work between the two departments witho-
ut saying how. The Education Department keeps "data collection” as part of its mana-
gement and leadership. HHS provides "services to support the collection, reporting,
and analyzing of data.” Who designs the collection, who runs EDFacts, who checks the
states’ submissions, who publishes the state-level files, and who writes the Annual Re-
port to Congress are not stated. The agreement never uses the words "Section 618,"
"EDFacts" or "Annual Report to Congress," and it contains no commitment to keep
publishing the data at its current level of detail or on its current schedule.

By¢ moze tak po prostu pisza si¢ porozumienia miedzyagencyjne. Opisuja ustugi i fi-
nansowanie, nie kazdy produkt. Jednak ta luka ma znaczenie ze wzgledu na to, co wy-
darzylo sie przed podpisaniem porozumienia. W pazdzierniku 2025 r., podczas za-
mkniecia rzadu (shutdown), przez Departament Edukacji przeszta fala zawiadomien o
redukcji zatrudnienia, a K-12 Dive doniosto, ze liderzy stowarzyszen edukacji specjal-

nej uwazali, iz wigkszo$¢ Office of Special Education Programs zostata zwolniona. W
listopadzie ustawa o tymczasowym finansowaniu tymczasowo przywrdcita personel

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services. Siedem miesiecy pézniej co-
dzienna praca trafita do HHS. System danych moze przetrwac wiele, ale przetrwa dzie-
ki ludziom, ktérzy go znaja, a publiczny zapis nie méwi, gdzie ci ludzie teraz sie znaj-
duja.
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FIGURE 2
The chain that produces the national numbers, and where the agreement
goes quiet

States Federal collection Publication Users

Report counts of children IDEA Section 618 data, State-level files on ED's Families, advocates,
served, by disability 9 gathered through EDFacts 9 open data platform; the 9 legislators, researchers,
category and setting, Annual Report to NDEDI

every year Congress

Not stated anywhere public

’
Split in the agreement E
E A commitment to keep publishing state-
1
H
1
:
:

ED keeps "data collection"; HHS
supports "collection, reporting, and
analyzing"

Not named in the agreement
Section 618, EDFacts, or the Annual

Report to Congress level files at today's detail and schedule

Sources: the June 15, 2026 agreement; ed.gov, IDEA Section 618 Data; data.gov catalog entry for IDEA Section 618 state-level files (metadata last modified May 7,
2026). The notes row is NCG's reading

Rysunek 2. Lanicuch, ktéry tworzy ogélnokrajowe dane liczbowe, oraz miejsce, w ktérym porozumie-
nie milknie. Dolny wiersz to interpretacja NCG.

Co ujawniono od tego czasu

The record since June is mixed, not alarming. The Office of Special Education Pro-
grams held its annual conference in August, with sessions on "high-quality section
618 data.” Its September 9 bulletin announced that the 47th Annual Report to Con-
gress on IDEA had been released, with a companion fact sheet, and a panel at the con-

ference said IDEA rights "cannot and will not change through our partnership.” The
federal catalog entry for the state-level 618 files was last updated on May 7, 2026, be-

fore the agreement was signed. Nothing NCG located says the next files will be late, or
thinner, or published somewhere else. Nothing says they won't be, either. And K-12
Dive's reading of the agreement in June found that states and districts were still
asking which HHS office would oversee the work and who would send them guidance.
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FIGURE 3

How federal special education oversight got here

Oct 2025 Nov 2025 Jun 15, 2026 Jun 16 Sep 9 Now
Shutdown layoffs hit the  Stopgap funding deal ED and HHS sign the Announced, with civil OSEP says the 47th No public word on who
Office of Special temporarily reinstates agreement rights work moving to Annual Report to publishes the next files
Education Programs OSERS staff DOJ Congress is out

Sources: K-12 Dive, October 12, 2025 and June 18, 2026; Council for Exceptional Children, November 2025; the June 15, 2026 agreement; OSEP Update, September

Rysunek 3. Jak doszto do obecnego stanu federalnego nadzoru nad edukacja specjalna.

Dlaczego edukacja os6b Gluchych odczuwa to najpierw

Od tych danych zalezy kazda kategoria niepelnosprawnosci, ale edukacja oséb Gtu-
chych zalezy od nich w szczegélny sposéb. Uczniowie Gtusi i niedostyszacy stanowia
populacje o niskiej czesto$ci wystepowania — niewielki odsetek dzieci rozproszonych
cienko po wielu okregach, co jest doktadnie ta populacja, ktéra raportowanie stanowe
i okregowe ma tendencje pomijaé. Mate liczby sa ukrywane ze wzgledu na prywatnos¢é.
Okregi obstugujace dwoje Gtuchych uczniéw za posrednictwem spétdzielni lub progra-
mu regionalnego czesto nie publikuja niczego. W tym krajobrazie federalny plik jest
czesto jedynym miejscem, w ktérym istnieje ogélnostanowa liczba, i jedynym miej-
scem, w ktérym jeden stan mozna poréwnac z drugim. Jesli dane sekcji 618 sie pogor-
sza, uczniowie, ktdrzy najprawdopodobniej znikng z publicznego zapisu, to ci, ktérych
najtrudniej bylo dostrzec od samego poczatku.

Co powinno zosta¢ ujete na pisSmie

Zadne z tych stwierdzen nie wymaga zakladania ztej woli. Wymaga jedynie kilku zdan,
ktérych porozumienie nie zawiera. Departament Edukacji i HHS moglyby publicznie
rozstrzygnac te kwestie, o§wiadczajac:

- That the IDEA Section 618 collection through EDFacts will continue on its existing
schedule, at its existing level of detail, including disability category by state.

- Which department, and which office, publishes the state-level files and the Annual
Report to Congress from now on, and where.

- That historical files will stay available at their current addresses.
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- Who to contact with questions about the data, now that the HHS contact for the
agreement sits in the Administration on Disabilities.

Families, state special education directors, state deaf commissions and legislators can
ask for exactly that, in writing, through the Education Department's Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services. NDEDI's state files cite the federal data by
school year and source, so any change in what is published will show up in the record
rather than disappearing into it. NDEDI's state release schedule is at ndedi.org.

Zrédia

- Interagency Agreement Between the U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services Relating to Special Education and Rehabilitative

Services, signed June 15, 2026, retrieved October 8, 2026.

- K-12 Dive, "Takeaways from the Ed Dept-HHS special ed agreement," June 18,
2026.

- K-12 Dive, "RIFs rip through federal Office of Special Education Programs,” October
12, 2025.

- Council for Exceptional Children, "Congress Temporarily Reopens Federal Govern-
ment, Reinstates OSERS Personnel," November 14, 2025.

- U.S. Department of Education, OSEP Update, September 2026, September 9, 2026.
- U.S. Department of Education, IDEA Section 618 Data, page last reviewed April 2,
2026.

- Data.gov, IDEA Section 618 State Level Data Files, metadata last modified May 7,
2026, retrieved October 8, 2026.

- National Deaf Education Data Index, Nevada state file, September 2026, using the
IDEA Section 618 Part B educational environments file for 2024-25.

Jak cytowac

Grizzle, H. M. (2026, October 8). Who Will Publish the Numbers? Deaf Education Data After the Education
Department’s Deal With HHS. Novara Consulting Group. https://www.novaracg.com/pl/2026/10/08 /who-
will-publish-the-numbers-deaf-education-data-after-the-education-departments-deal-with-hhs/

Page 8 of 8



https://ndedi.org/calendar/#roadmap
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/ed-and-hhs-interagency-osers-partnership-updated-61526-114241.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/ed-and-hhs-interagency-osers-partnership-updated-61526-114241.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/ed-and-hhs-interagency-osers-partnership-updated-61526-114241.pdf
https://www.k12dive.com/news/takeaways-from-the-ed-dept-hhs-special-education-agreement/823287/
https://www.k12dive.com/news/special-education-OSEP-OSERS-federal-rifs-Government-shutdown/802662/
https://exceptionalchildren.org/blog/congress-temporarily-reopens-federal-government-reinstate-osers-personnel
https://exceptionalchildren.org/blog/congress-temporarily-reopens-federal-government-reinstate-osers-personnel
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDE/bulletins/42842c8
https://www.ed.gov/data/idea-section-618-data
https://catalog.data.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-level-data-files
https://www.novaracg.com/pl/2026/10/08/who-will-publish-the-numbers-deaf-education-data-after-the-education-departments-deal-with-hhs/
https://www.novaracg.com/pl/2026/10/08/who-will-publish-the-numbers-deaf-education-data-after-the-education-departments-deal-with-hhs/

	Kto opublikuje liczby? Dane dotyczące edukacji Głuchych po porozumieniu Departamentu Edukacji z HHS
	Spis treści
	Co zmieniło się w czerwcu
	Część listy, której czytelnicy Głusi nie powinni pomijać
	Gdzie dane milkną
	Co ujawniono od tego czasu
	Dlaczego edukacja osób Głuchych odczuwa to najpierw
	Co powinno zostać ujęte na piśmie
	Źródła
	Jak cytować


