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Sign language AI depends on video of Deaf users. What vendors disclose about collection,

retention, training use and sharing is inconsistent or absent.
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Kooban oo Fulinta

Sign language artificial intelligence, whether built for recognition, translation, or
avatar-based generation, depends structurally on video or biometric capture of Deaf
and hard of hearing users. This dependency creates a data governance problem that
has received far less institutional scrutiny than the linguistic and comprehension
failures documented in prior issues of this series. Across the vendor landscape NCG
has reviewed under the SLAT (Sign Language Access Trust) framework, disclosure of
what is collected, how long it is retained, whether it is used to train future models, and
whether it is shared with third parties is inconsistent at best and absent at worst. This
is not a claim that any specific vendor has acted in bad faith. Public evidence does not
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yet support attribution of intent to any named company, and this issue does not make
that attribution. It is a claim that the market has not yet developed a disclosure
standard adequate to the sensitivity of the data involved, and that this gap is a
governance failure independent of any individual vendor's conduct. The policy
position below argues that consent and disclosure adequacy should be treated as a
gating criterion in procurement, not a secondary consideration addressed after
functional evaluation.

Dhibaatada Siyaasadda

Sign language capture is biometric capture. Video of a signer's hands, facial grammar,
and body position is not incidental input, comparable to a typed sentence submitted
to a text-based system. It is uniquely identifying, it encodes information about
disability status by definition, and in many jurisdictions it meets the statutory
definition of biometric or special category data subject to heightened protection.
Illinois's Biometric Information Privacy Act (BIPA), for instance, requires written
notice and consent before collection of biometric identifiers, and imposes liability
independent of proof of actual harm. The European Union's GDPR (General Data
Protection Regulation) classifies data revealing disability-adjacent information, and
certain biometric data used for identification, as special category data under Article 9,
requiring an explicit legal basis beyond ordinary consent. California's CCPA
(California Consumer Privacy Act) and CPRA (California Privacy Rights Act) impose
their own disclosure and opt-out obligations for biometric information.

Despite this regulatory landscape, consumer-facing sign language Al products
frequently rely on general-purpose terms of service that were not drafted with Deaf
users or biometric capture in mind. Three recurring deficiencies are visible across the
vendor snapshots NCG has conducted: first, no separate or conspicuous disclosure
that video input constitutes biometric data subject to specific statutory protections;
second, no clear statement of whether captured video or derived features are retained
for model training, and if so, for how long and under what deletion rights; third, no
accessible-format disclosure, meaning the consent language itself is often not
translated into ASL or presented in a format usable by the population whose data is
being collected. This last point is not a technicality. A disclosure regime that requires
literacy in a written second language to understand what is being done with one's own
biometric data is not functioning as informed consent for a population for whom
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English literacy varies widely and for whom ASL is the primary language of
comprehension.

Falangaynta Hay'adaha
aayn y Qabashada luugadda

farqigan waa mid qaab-dhismeed leh, ee ma Calaamadeed waa
aha mid shirqool ah. Al-ga luuqadda qabasho blyo ometrik.

calaamadeed waa gayb alaab oo yar oo cusub,

Dhaqdhaqaaqyada hay'adeed ee keena

oo inta badan iibiyeyaashu waa shirkado

yaryar oo ku shageeya siyaasadaha sirta guud ee loo isticmaalo warshadda software-
ka, oo si yar loo habeeyay hadii wax laga beddelay. Habdhagannada iibsiga heerka
hay'adeed, dhinaca kale, taariikh ahaan waxay ku giimeeyeen alaabtan shuruudo
shaqo: miyay avatarku si la fahmi karo u muujinayaa, miyuu nidaamka aqoonsigu
gaarayaa saxnaan la agbali karo, miyuu iibiyaha leeyahay shaqaale Deaf ah oo ka qeyb
gaata soo saarista. Maamulka xogta waxaa loo arkay su'aal sharci ama waafagsanaan
IT oo lagu xalliyo go'aanka iibsiga muhiimka ah ka dib, hadii la xalliyo gabi ahaanba.
Kala horreeyntan ayaa ah khaladka dhabta ah ee maamulka. Marka ay soo baxdo
cilladda maamulka xogta, ha ahaato jabniin, baaritaan sharci, ama dhaleeceyn
dadwaynaha ka ah bulshada Deaf ee xogteedu ku lug lahayd, xiriirka hay'adeed iyo
ballanqaadka dhagaale mar hore ayaa la dhisay, taasoo ka dhigaysa awoodda lagu
dalbanayo saxida mid daciif ah.

There is also a training data provenance question that sits adjacent to the consent
problem but is analytically distinct from it. Several sign language Al systems have
been built in part on video corpora drawn from publicly posted content, including
content created by Deaf ASL users and educators on social platforms. Whether that
use falls within the scope of the platform's own terms of service, whether it constitutes
fair use under copyright law, and whether the individuals whose signing appears in
that footage were meaningfully informed that their content would be used to train a
commercial Al system, are open questions that NCG has not independently verified
for any specific vendor and does not assert as established fact here. The point for
governance purposes is that procurement officers evaluating these systems have
almost no visibility into training data provenance, and current disclosure norms in the
industry do not require vendors to provide it.
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Saameynta Maamulka

An institution procuring sign language Al is not merely a purchaser of a translation
tool. Where the system operates on live video of students, patients, employees, or
members of the public, the institution is also a data controller or processor under
most applicable privacy frameworks, and it inherits governance exposure from its
vendor's data practices whether or not that exposure was disclosed at the time of
purchase. An institution that has not verified a vendor's data collection, retention, and
training-use practices before deployment cannot represent to its own stakeholders,
regulators, or the Deaf individuals whose data is being captured, that it has met its
own data protection obligations. This is true regardless of the vendor's actual conduct,
because the absence of verified disclosure is itself the governance defect, independent
of whether any given vendor turns out to be handling data responsibly.

Mowgqifka Siyaasadda ee NCG

NCG's position is that data governance and privacy disclosure adequacy should
function as a gating criterion in sign language Al procurement, evaluated before
functional performance rather than after it. A vendor's inability to produce clear, ASL-
accessible, jurisdiction-appropriate disclosure of what biometric data is collected, how
long it is retained, whether and how it is used in model training, and what deletion
rights exist, should be treated as disqualifying for institutional deployment regardless
of linguistic or technical performance elsewhere in the evaluation. This position is
already operationalized in the SLAT framework's Data Governance and Privacy and
Transparency and Disclosure domains, and this issue argues that those domains
warrant elevated weighting relative to the framework's current calibration, given the
statutory exposure institutions face and the comprehension barrier that non-
accessible consent language creates for the affected population.

Tixgelinta Fulinta

Procurement officers evaluating sign language Al should require, as a condition of
vendor response, a written data governance disclosure covering the four elements
above, request that this disclosure be available in ASL video format in addition to
written English, and treat vendor refusal or inability to produce this disclosure as an
adverse finding independent of the system's functional performance. Institutions with
existing deployments should conduct a retrospective review rather than waiting for
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contract renewal, given that governance exposure accrues from the date of
deployment rather than the date of discovery. Where a vendor's training data
provenance cannot be verified, institutions should request contractual warranties
regarding lawful data sourcing rather than treating the absence of an answer as a
neutral unknown.

AFARTA QODOB EE SHEEGASHADA

Waa xogta biyoometrik la ururiyo, muddada la haysto, in loo isticmaalo iyo sida
loo isticmaalo tababbarka moodello, iyo xuquuqaha tirtiridda ee jira.

Tixraacyada

« Sharciga Xogta Biyoometrik ee Sirta, 740 ILCS 14 (Illinois).

« Sharciga Sirta Macaamiisha California ee 2018, sida uu wax uga beddelay
Sharciga Xuquugaha Sirta California, Cal. Civ. Code § 1798.100 iyo kuwa
xiga.

« Xeerka (EU) 2016/679 (General Data Protection Regulation), Qodobka 9.

» Sharciga Guddiga Ganacsiga Federaalka, 15 U.S.C. § 45 (falal ama dhaqan
sinaan-darro ah ama been abuur ah).

« Novara Consulting Group, Qaabka Sign Language Access Trust (SLAT),
2026.

TIPS

Know something about a sign language Al system that the public should know?
Send it to tips@novaracg.com. Every tip is read by me and kept confidential. If

you work in the UK, writing to us is not by itself a protected disclosure under the
Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998, so before you share employer information,
check your options with Protect (protect-advice.org.uk), the free whistleblowing

advice line.
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Sida loo tixraaco
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