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www.novaracg.com/2026/10/08/who-will-publish-the-numbers-deaf-education-data-after-the-education-
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Rakamlar: Kim Yayinlayacak? Egitim
Bakanlhigi'nin HHS ile Anlasmasinin
Ardindan Deaf Egitimi Verileri

Heather Grizzle - October 8, 2026

ED-HHS ozel egitim anlagsmast Gallaudet, NTID ve IDEA veri ¢calismalarini kapsiyor, ancak
Section 618 dosyalarint yayinlamaya kimin devam edecegini hicbir sekilde belirtmiyor-.

icindekiler
1. Haziran ayinda degisen ne oldu
2. Sagir okurlarin atlamamasi gereken boliim
3. Verinin sessizlestigi nokta
4. Haziran'dan bu yana ortaya ¢ikanlar
5. Sagir egitiminin bunu neden ilk hisseden oldugu
6. Yazili hale getirilmesi gereken

7. Kaynaklar

*The agreement that moved special education's daily work to HHS also covers
Gallaudet, NTID and the Helen Keller National Center, and it never says who will
keep publishing the numbers*
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KISACA

« On June 15, 2026, the Education Department and HHS signed an agreement
under which HHS provides services to run IDEA's grant programs,
monitoring, state performance determinations and data work.

« Ayn1 anlagsma, NTID dahil olmak {izere Sagirlarin Egitimi Yasasi
programlarini, Gallaudet Universitesi'ni, Helen Keller Ulusal Merkezi'ni ve
Amerikan Koérler Matbaasi'm1 da kapsiyor.

« It splits data between the two agencies, with the Education Department
keeping "data collection" and HHS providing services to support "the
collection, reporting, and analyzing of data.” It never names the IDEA
Section 618 data, the EDFacts system, or the Annual Report to Congress.

« Bu federal dosyalar, her eyalette isitme engelli ve az isiten 6grencileri aym
sekilde sayan tek kaynak. Bunlar1 kim yayinlamaya devam edecek,
kamuoyunda heniiz hi¢ kimse aciklamada.

Every state file in the National Deaf Education Data Index starts in the same place: a
school district's own website, a state agency's own reports, and a federal spreadsheet.
The first two vary wildly. Some states publish a careful count of deaf and hard of
hearing students by district every fall; others publish nothing a parent could find. The
federal spreadsheet is the constant. When NDEDI built its Nevada file in September,
the clearest picture of where deaf and hard of hearing students actually learn came
from that federal file: of 518 students aged 5 to 21 served under the hearing
impairment category in 2024-25, 307 spent at least 80 percent of their day in a
regular classroom, and none were reported in a separate school or residential setting.
The state's own count could be checked against it. Without it, there would have been
nothing to check against.

Bu elektronik tablo, her eyaletin her yil federal hiikiimete Engelli Bireyler Egitim
Yasasi kapsaminda hizmet verdigi cocuklar hakkinda engellilik kategorisine, yasa,
ortama ve daha fazlasina gore bildirdigi IDEA Boliim 618 verilerinin bir parcasi.
Eyaletler bu veriyi EDFacts adli federal bir sistem iizerinden gonderiyor. Egitim
Bakanligi bunu acik veri platformunda eyalet diizeyinde dosyalar olarak yayimliyor ve
Kongre'ye Sunulan Yillik Rapor'da 6zetliyor. Kansas ile Kentucky'de sagir cocuklarin
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nasil egitim gordiigiinii karsilastirmaya calisan biri icin bu, her eyaleti aym sekilde
sayan tek kaynak.

Haziran ayinda degisen ne oldu

On June 15, 2026, the Education Department and the Department of Health and
Human Services signed an interagency agreement on special education and

rehabilitative services, announced the next day alongside a separate agreement
moving civil rights enforcement to the Justice Department. The agreement is short,
eight pages, and plain about what moves. Under section 3.A, HHS commits to provide
services, "in coordination with and at the direction of ED-OSERS," supporting the
administration of IDEA's grant programs under Parts B, C and D; enforcement,
compliance and monitoring; the "annual performance determinations” that rate each
state; fiscal audits; and "the collection, reporting, and analyzing of data for
monitoring compliance with statutory and regulatory requirements and for improving
outcomes for infants, toddlers, children, youth, and adults with disabilities."

The Education Department keeps statutory responsibility for IDEA. Under section
3.B, it retains "Management and leadership of OSERS' programs and activities,"
which the agreement says includes "but not limited to enforcement, compliance,
monitoring, fiscal management and data collection,” along with representation before
its Data Governance Board, the Inspector General and the Government Accountability
Office. The agreement took effect on the date of the last signature, has no end date,
and can be terminated by either side on 90 days' written notice. The contact named
for HHS sits in its Administration on Disabilities.
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FIGURE 1

Who does what under the June 15, 2026 agreement

s N

HHS provides services for The Education Department keeps
Section 3.A, "in coordination with and at the direction of ED-OSERS Section 3.B
« Administering IDEA grant programs (Parts B, C and D) « "Management and leadership" of OSERS

programs, "including but not limited to
enforcement, compliance, monitoring, fiscal
management and data collection”

« Education of the Deaf Act programs, including NTID
« Gallaudet University

« Helen Keller National Center and the American Printing House

i « Representation before its Data Governance Board,
for the Blind

the Inspector General and GAO
« Enforcement, compliance and monitoring; annual performance

. « Statutory responsibility for IDEA
determinations

« "The collection, reporting, and analyzing of data"

. J

Source: Interagency Agreement Between the U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Relating to Special Education and

Rehabilitative Services, signed June 15, 2026. In effect until terminated; either party may end it on 90 days' notice

Sekil 1. 15 Haziran 2026 anlagmas1 kapsaminda kim neyi yapiyor. Vurgulanan maddeler, Sagir ve
SagirKor egitimine en yakin olanlar.

Sagir okurlarin atlamamasi gereken boliim

Most coverage of the agreement has focused, reasonably, on IDEA and on what it
means for students' individualized education programs. Further down the same list
are four items that bear directly on Deaf and DeafBlind education. HHS will provide
services supporting "the administration of program components authorized under the
Education of the Deaf Act of 1986, including the National Technical Institute for the
Deaf"; supporting "the administration of Gallaudet University," described in the
agreement as "intended to provide education and training to individuals who are deaf
and otherwise to further the education of individuals who are deaf"; supporting the
Helen Keller National Center Act programs; and supporting the American Printing
House for the Blind.

The agreement does not change what any of these institutions are, and it does not say
what "services supporting the administration” of a university means in practice. It
does mean that the federal relationship with the two national institutions of Deaf
higher education, and with the national center for DeafBlind adults, now runs in part
through a health department rather than an education department. In the coverage
NCG reviewed, that has drawn far less attention than it deserves.
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Verinin sessizlestigi nokta

Read closely, the agreement splits the data work between the two departments
without saying how. The Education Department keeps "data collection” as part of its
management and leadership. HHS provides "services to support the collection,
reporting, and analyzing of data.” Who designs the collection, who runs EDFacts, who
checks the states’ submissions, who publishes the state-level files, and who writes the
Annual Report to Congress are not stated. The agreement never uses the words
"Section 618," "EDFacts"” or "Annual Report to Congress,"” and it contains no
commitment to keep publishing the data at its current level of detail or on its current
schedule.

Bu, kurumlar aras1 anlagmalarin yazilma biciminden kaynaklaniyor olabilir. Bu
anlasmalar hizmetleri ve finansmam tarif eder, her iiriinii degil. Ama bu bosluk
onemli, ¢iinkii anlasmadan 6nce neler yasandig biliniyor. Ekim 2025'te, hiikiimetin
kapanmasi sirasinda, Egitim Bakanlhigi'nda isten ¢ikarma bildirimleri yayildi ve K-12
Dive'in haberine gore 6zel egitim dernegi liderleri, Ozel Egitim Programlari Ofisiin

biiyiik b6liimiiniin isten ¢ikarildigina inaniyordu. Kasim ayinda gecici bir finansman
yasas1, Ozel Egitim ve Rehabilitasyon Hizmetleri Ofisi personelini gecici olarak géreve

iade etti. Yedi ay sonra, giinliik isleyis HHS'e devredildi. Bir veri sistemi pek ¢ok seye
dayanabilir, ama bunu onu bilen insanlar sayesinde yapar ve kamuya acik kayitlar o
insanlarin su anda nerede oldugunu séylemiyor.
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FIGURE 2

The chain that produces the national numbers, and where the agreement
goes quiet

States Federal collection Publication Users

Report counts of children IDEA Section 618 data, State-level files on ED's Families, advocates,
served, by disability 9 gathered through EDFacts 9 open data platform; the 9 legislators, researchers,
category and setting, Annual Report to NDEDI

every year Congress

Not named in the agreement Not stated anywhere public
Section 618, EDFacts, or the Annual

Report to Congress

Split in the agreement

ED keeps "data collection"; HHS
supports "collection, reporting, and
analyzing"

level files at today's detail and schedule

P
E
E A commitment to keep publishing state-
:
H
H
H
:

Sources: the June 15, 2026 agreement; ed.gov, IDEA Section 618 Data; data.gov catalog entry for IDEA Section 618 state-level files (metadata last modified May 7,
2026). The notes row is NCG's reading

Sekil 2. Ulusal rakamlari iireten zincir ve anlasmanin sessiz kaldig1 nokta. Alt satir NCGnin
yorumudur.

Haziran'dan bu yana ortaya ¢cikanlar

The record since June is mixed, not alarming. The Office of Special Education
Programs held its annual conference in August, with sessions on "high-quality section
618 data." Its September 9 bulletin announced that the 47th Annual Report to
Congress on IDEA had been released, with a companion fact sheet, and a panel at the

conference said IDEA rights "cannot and will not change through our partnership.”
The federal catalog entry for the state-level 618 files was last updated on May 7, 2026,

before the agreement was signed. Nothing NCG located says the next files will be late,
or thinner, or published somewhere else. Nothing says they won't be, either. And K-12
Dive's reading of the agreement in June found that states and districts were still

asking which HHS office would oversee the work and who would send them guidance.
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FIGURE 3

How federal special education oversight got here

Oct 2025 Nov 2025 Jun 15, 2026 Jun 16 Sep 9 Now
Shutdown layoffs hit the  Stopgap funding deal ED and HHS sign the Announced, with civil OSEP says the 47th No public word on who
Office of Special temporarily reinstates agreement rights work moving to Annual Report to publishes the next files
Education Programs OSERS staff DOJ Congress is out

Sources: K-12 Dive, October 12, 2025 and June 18, 2026; Council for Exceptional Children, November 2025; the June 15, 2026 agreement; OSEP Update, September

Sekil 3. Federal 6zel egitim denetimi bu noktaya nasil geldi.

Sagir egitiminin bunu neden ilk hisseden oldugu

Her engellilik kategorisi bu dosyalara bagimli, ama sagir egitimi bunlara 6zel bir
sekilde bagiml. Isitme engelli ve az isiten 6grenciler diisiik goriilme sikligina sahip bir
niifus; cocuklarin kiiciik bir pay1, pek ¢ok okul bélgesine ince bir sekilde yayilmis
durumda — ki bu, eyalet ve bdlge raporlamasinin tam olarak gozden kacirmaya
egilimli oldugu niifus tiirii. Kiiciik sayilar mahremiyet nedeniyle gizleniyor. iki sagir
ogrenciye bir kooperatif veya bolgesel program araciligiyla hizmet veren okul bolgeleri
cogu zaman hicbir sey yayinlamiyor. Bu ortamda, federal dosya cogu zaman eyalet
capinda bir rakamin var oldugu tek yer ve bir eyaletin bagka bir eyaletle
karsilastirilabildigi tek yer. 618 verileri aksarsa, kamu kayitlarindan kaybolmasi en
olas1 6grenciler, zaten en zor goriilenler olacak.

Yazil1 hale getirilmesi gereken

Bunlarin higbiri kimsenin koétii niyet varsaydigi anlamina gelmiyor. Gereken sey,
anlagmanin icermedigi birkag ciimle. Egitim Bakanhg1 ve HHS, sunlarn agiklayarak bu
konuyu kamuoyu 6niinde netlestirebilir:

- That the IDEA Section 618 collection through EDFacts will continue on its existing
schedule, at its existing level of detail, including disability category by state.

- Which department, and which office, publishes the state-level files and the Annual
Report to Congress from now on, and where.

- That historical files will stay available at their current addresses.

- Who to contact with questions about the data, now that the HHS contact for the
agreement sits in the Administration on Disabilities.
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Families, state special education directors, state deaf commissions and legislators can
ask for exactly that, in writing, through the Education Department's Office of Special
Education and Rehabilitative Services. NDEDI's state files cite the federal data by
school year and source, so any change in what is published will show up in the record
rather than disappearing into it. NDEDI's state release schedule is at ndedi.org.

Kaynaklar

- Interagency Agreement Between the U.S. Department of Education and U.S.

Department of Health and Human Services Relating to Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services, signed June 15, 2026, retrieved October 8, 2026.

- K-12 Dive, ""Takeaways from the Ed Dept-HHS special ed agreement,” June 18,
2026.

- K-12 Dive, "RIFs rip through federal Office of Special Education Programs,” October
12, 2025.

- Council for Exceptional Children, "Congress Temporarily Reopens Federal
Government, Reinstates OSERS Personnel,” November 14, 2025.

- U.S. Department of Education, OSEP Update, September 2026, September 9, 2026.
- U.S. Department of Education, IDEA Section 618 Data, page last reviewed April 2,
2026.

- Data.gov, IDEA Section 618 State Level Data Files, metadata last modified May 7,
2026, retrieved October 8, 2026.

- National Deaf Education Data Index, Nevada state file, September 2026, using the
IDEA Section 618 Part B educational environments file for 2024-25.
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